
If you take the following steps at your home you 

can help keep your property and your family safe 

this storm season.

1.	 Check your roof for any damage or corrosion. 

Loose tiles or sheeting can be hazardous if a 

storm hits.

2.	 Clear away all the leaves and debris from your 

gutters, downpipes and drains.

3.	 Ask your local council or your energy provider 

to check that trees hanging over your house or 

powerlines don’t pose a threat. 

4.	 Trim trees at your property (if a tree is near 

powerlines you will need to get your energy 

provider to trim them for you).

5.	 Make sure your home and contents insurance 

is accurate and up-to-date. 

6.	 Clear away or secure any loose items outside 

your house - such as bikes, furniture or building 

materials. 

7.	 Keep windows and doors closed when you 

leave for the day.

8.	 Prepare an emergency plan for your household, 

so you all know what to do if a disaster hits.

9.	 Make sure you have a torch or candles on 

standby, and it’s a good idea to keep your 

mobile handy too.

10.		Stay up-to-date with local weather events. 
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Storms, cyclones and other extreme weather events are a natural part of living in Australia and 
while there is nothing we can do to prevent them, there are precautions we can take to help 
minimise potential damage to our properties. 
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Want to 
Move 
Homes 
Without 
the Stress?

Knowing What 
Renters Want
The rental market is as competitive as ever, so it’s 
important for landlords to make sure their property is 
attracting good quality tenants. Luckily for landlords, 
a survey was recently carried out by rent.com.au that 
provides insights into the wants & needs of renters.  

According to the survey, one of the biggest things that renters 

look for is greater flexibility in their lease conditions. A lot of 

renters aren't just looking for a place to stay in; many renters 

consider their rental property to be their long-term home. They 

even want to improve the home with 71.8 per cent of rental 

respondents wanting the ability to be able to hang pictures up 

and 56.6 per cent wanting to modify their gardens.

Pet ownership seems to be another issue for renters. The 

survey showed that 71.4 per cent of renters want to be 

able to have a pet at their rental property, and 60 per cent 

would be influenced in choosing a property due to this issue. 

Understandably though, a lot of property owners are reluctant 

to allow pets onto their property for fear of damage, but there 

are a lot of responsible pet owners around and many of these 

are reliable long-term renters. With this in mind, it might be 

worth considering allowing pets if it's not governed by body 

corporate by-laws that disallow them.

A few more interesting findings from the National Renters 

Survey include 79.6 per cent of renters consider a good 

kitchen to be highly important in making a rental property 

a home, and that half of renters take 12 or more weeks to 

find a suitable property to rent. The reason that renters may 

take so long to find an appropriate property though could be 

because over 60.3 per cent of renters find it difficult to turn up 

to inspections due to work or education commitments. 

Landlords may like to look at their lease agreements as a 

small change may be able to help attract long term tenants 

and improve rental returns. Every rental property is different 

though, so if you would like advice specific for your property 

please get in touch with your local Professionals Real Estate 

agent.  

			         

Everybody has to do it at 

some point, but not many people like it. Moving homes can 

be a very stressful time, but it can be made a whole lot easier 

if you plan ahead.  Here are some things you should start 

thinking about as soon as you find out you're moving.

Organisation – Start packing and sorting through your 

belongings as soon as you can so you don't get caught out at 

the last minute. It's also a good idea to make a list of all the 

things to do before you move so that nothing gets forgotten 

along the way.

Removalists – Removalists can help make your move quicker 

and easier, especially if you have a lot of belongings or you 

don’t have much muscle power. On moving day don't forget 

to be nice to your removalists (offering a drink is a nice 

gesture), if you're kind to them they're much more likely to 

move fast and be gentle with your belongings. 

Utilities – If you would like your electricity, gas or internet 

connected at your house before your move, you need to 

remember to arrange it beforehand. It's usually a good idea to 

arrange your utilities a few weeks before you move. 

Mail – It's important to make businesses and associates aware 

of your change of address. Keep track of your mail in the 

weeks leading up to your move and inform senders of your 

new address. It's also a good idea to head to Australia Post 

and have your mail redirected for 3-6 months, so that none of 

your mail goes astray. 

While there are stressful aspects of moving homes it can also 

be used as a great time to start afresh. If you were using a 

utility provider at your previous address that you weren't happy 

with then use this opportunity to find a new and better deal. 

Good luck with your next move!


